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Half Moon Schoolhouse is the oldest existing African-American one-room schoolhouse in Alachua County. As far back
as 1883, it served as the educational and social center for the Half Moon community between Archer and Newberry.

One-room school awaits place in history
By FLORIDA A. BRIDGEWATER
Special to The Sun

E

xcited schoolchildren once filed through
these doors, one for the girls and one for
the boys.
First- through sixth-graders shared the
same room, the same teacher, in a time when
children who didn't have equal educational
opportunities were eager for school.
·That was the late 1800s. Today, the red-andwhite schoolhouse stands silent, waiting for its
permanent place in history.
Half Moon Schoolhouse is the oldest existing
African-American one-room schoolhouse in
Alachua County. As far back as 1883, it served as
the educational and social center for the Half
Moon community between Archer and
Newberry.
Marie Adams of Gainesville, who taught in
area one-room African-American schools for
four years, said that unlike today, she remembers a time when children found delight in
learning something new every day.
"They were very eager to learn since it was
their only outlet. They never seemed to tire of
school or learning," Adams said. "Those children were very sweet . . . they were lovely."
To ensure such memories are never lost,
Gainesville's Deoartment of Cultural and Na-

ture Operations is working on getting a grant
from the Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation to finish renovating and preserving the 111year-old schoolhouse.
Lemuel B. Moore III. director of Cultural and

Nature Operations, said the city wants the
schoolhouse to become part of a "living museum" but needs $10,000 to do it.
"This is the beginning of an attempt to bring
See SCHOOL on Paee 7A
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The One-Room Schools
door of the white frame building
T he, burst
open, and nine youngstersbunpled against the minus-22-degree
chill of the North Dakota winter-darted
into the snow. An eighth-grade boy hoisted the American flag while his younger
schoolmates recited the pledge of allegiance. Then 23-year-old Laurel Peterson
took her charges inside for another tightly
organized day of classes in the one-room
Naughton School. She began with reading
for first and second graders, while older
students worked on m ath assignments. By
the close of the day, after teaching six
grades, Peterson admits to exhaustion.
"The hardest part is to cover everything,"

children attend Daniels Creek School in
an eastern Kentucky "holler." Daniels
Creek, a 50-year-old building equipped
with a cast-iron stove and a two-hole privy,
survives mainly because the community
fought for it. Last year, som e parents
wanted to close the school because their
kids weren't being taught enough. One
mother claimed her daughter had not
received any English or science instruction for three years. Others, however,
persuaded the county to keep it open. " A
lot ofus went to Daniels Creek and some of
our parents went there," says Endicott.
"You take that school out, and this holler
wouldn't seem like the same place."
Like · any other one-room school,
Da·niels Creek seems in constant turmoil. Teacher Meredith Sloane, 32,

But one-room schools obviously suffer
from their size . "These kids cannot get
the multiplicity of courses offered at
larger schools," says Michael McNaughton, who teaches at the twelve-grade
Harney School in California's San Antonio Valley. ''I've got high-school kids with
the background for physics and chemistry, but they don't get them ." Ultimately,
the quality of the school turns on the skill
and dedication of the teacher. "The
teacher has to be guidance counselor,
lunchroom supervisor, Miss or Mr. everything- and that takes a sp ecial type of
person," says Kendall Boggs, superintendent of schools for Ken tucky's Fle tcher County.
Friends: What the one-room schoolhouses also lack is social diversity. "There's
more to high school than just the classroom, and I'd hate to have m y children
unprepared for all those people outside,"
says Gary Stoddard, who m ay transfer his
children from the Harney School. Even
the youngsters sen se their isolation. ''I'd

James D. Wilson-Newsweek

Jeff Lowenthal-Newsweek

she says. "Sometimes you only have time
to hit the high spots."
Naughton belongs to a dwindling, but
by no means dying, breed of Americana.
At the turn of the century, the U.S. had
200,000 one-room schools. The number
fell to 85,000 after World War II and is
1,111 today (431 in Nebraska alone). But a
combination of geography, a trust in basic
education and fierce local pride ensures
that the one-room schoolhouse probably
will not disappear. "Bigger is not necessarily better," says Jonathan Sher, former
education director of Washington's National Rural Center. "Rural schools have
enormous potential."
Instruction: In remote areas, one-room
schools offer the only practical solution to
elementary education. "If you ride that
bus out of here in the winter, you' re taking
a chance on a wreck," says Clyde Endicott,
a 31-year-old truck mechanic whose two

80

Raising the flag at Naughton and studying individually at Harney:
Local pride and belief in the basics keeps a touch ofAmericana alive.

begins each day at 8 by accompanying the
children on his dulcimer as they sing
songs like "Skip To My Lou" and " O, My
Darling Clementine." Then Sloane starts
a brisk academic schedule, often working
with several age groups at a time. "If I
don't fit some thing in today, I will tomorrow," Sloane says.
Tests: Most educators insist one-room
schools provide more than adequate elementary instruction. "The individualized
attention just can't be matched in a larger
school," says North Dakota deputy school
superindendent Lowell Jensen . Children
who graduate from one-room schoolhouses into larger high schools appear to
perform just as well on standard tests as
those who attended modern elementary
schools. "They're well-drilled in basics,
and that gives them the edge they need to
compete," says Don Miller of the Oregon
department of education.

like to go to a bigger school so I could have
more friends," says sixth-grader James
Allen Lewis of Daniel Creek.
But the one-room schoolhouse has firm
supporters. Mario Fantini, dean of the
University of Massachusetts' School of
Education, thinks their numbers may actually increase, since they provide an
antidote to the "bigness and bureaucracy"
in many contemporary schools. Eighteenyear-old Jeannette Moore, who recently
transferred to California's Harney School,
thinks that her education is improving.
''I've learned a lot more and a lot faster in
the time I've been here," she says. And
rural education sp«;cialist Jonathan Sher
believes the one-room school offers a quality ever rarer in the modern U.S. "Where
there are fewer children," he says, "everyone can be important."
-JEAN SELIGMANN with FRANK MAIER in North Dakota
and bureau reports

Newsweek, February 5, 1979
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Jim Ware, Oskaloosa, is sounding out Oskaloosa residents on the idea of a return to one-room schoolhouses. Behind Ware is a one-room

schoolhouse in Old Jefferson Town in Oskaloosa.

Schoolhouse at heart of education effort
• An Oskaloosa school board
member says the Laura Ingalls
Wilder-inspired experience could be
an education unto itself.
BY RIC ANDERSON
JOURNAL-WORLD WRITER

OSKALOOSA -- Jim Ware is
sounding out Oskaloosa residents
on an educational idea whose
time has come and gone.
Can the one-room schoolhouse make a comeback? Ware,
an Oskaloosa school board member, thinks it can, and he wants to
know how other people feel
about his notion.
"I think the people of this area

- Oskaloosa, McLouth, Valley
Falls - we are the trustees, the
stewards, of Norman Rockwell
America, 11 Ware said. "To some
extent, that's why a lot of people
live here - they like that atmosphere, that feeling of community.
"I thought this was a chance to
do something that would fit with
that whole thing."
Ware foresees two schoolhouses, or "micro-magnets,"
where students could study for
one year before returning to the
district's regular campus. One of
the magnet schools might be
taught completely in Spanish,
he said.
Each would give students a

yearlong lesson in history just by
attending, he said.
"It would provide a better feel
for what Laura Ingalls Wilder
experienced," he said. "We'd see
pictures of sod houses, get seniors
(senior citizens) to come in and
talk ... I think it would just be deluged with people."
Ware said he attended a oneroom school for one year while
growing up in Iowa. The school
featured a coal furnace, and students drew water from a handpumped well.
. "It was a lot of fun, 11 he said.
Beyond his general ideas about
the school, Ware has formed few
details. He said he was hoping residents
would come forward
to
.
I.
.

serve on a committee to plan the
schools.
"It's not going to come from
the board," he said. "It's got to
come from the community."
Ware said that arifng the people he'd already approached with
his idea, reactions had been
mixed.
"Some have been positive,
some are 'That's silly. What on
earth for?'" he said. "But there
have been several who said they'd
be interested in having their kids
go to someth_ing like this."
He encouraged anyone interested in helping develop the plan
to call the Oskaloosa district
office.

Schoolhouse Now a Place of Art
* From Page 16E

struction of a new house on the site.
They tucked it into the hillside, again
using the spring water for some of the
indoor plumbing. Huge boulders, excavated for the foundation, have been
left exposed, adding to the rugged
look of the hillside farm which has
natural growth of trees and shrubs
and lush pastureland.
"It hardly deserves to be called a
farm today," said Maleta. "We have
one horse and one steer - but we do
pamper the wildlife and have planted
hundreds of trees."
Maleta's studio is on the second
floor of the house, with a balcony on
the east and large windows for the
desirable north light. Here one meets
friends from Maleta's paintings - a
quail in a cage on the balcoQy, a black
and white cat.
The living areas are a mixture of
rustic furnishings and elegant pieces
that glow with the loving care given
them through the years. She's especially proud of her country kitchen,
which combines modern appliances
with a fireplace, comfortable furniture for lounging and an eating area
that seems to nestle into the hill.
"WE ARE LUCKY THAT we have

'****"

.

relatives in the area who do patchwork and other handicraft," said Maleta. "I'm not really a collector; the
old things that we have come from the
family.
"The schoolhouse really was a
community center in its day," she explained, pointing out the step-up stage
at the end of the main room opposite
the vestibule.
ROUGH CEDAR HAS been used to
panel the interior, including the ceiling. The same wood has been used to
trim window and door openings, but
the Forsbergs have added color to the
rough texture. Swedish blue complements the natural wood tones, and
there are accents of red, green and
yellow in traditional Swedish Dala
motifs applied by Maleta.
Some of the old furnishings, even an
upright piano, have been covered with
bright-and-shiny enamel; others are
natural wood. Carpeting in soft colors
completes the cozy look.
Olive Springs Gallery houses Maleta's watercolors, paintings and prints.
Most of her works are displayed
framed because Wayne is an expert at
that craft. He has a framing workshop
in the loft of the nearby barn.
"He's helpful and supportive, she
said. "M best - or worst - critic,

however you want to look at it. He's
truthful, and I appreciate that."

THE GALLERY HAS inspired an
ingathering of handicrafts from family and friends - rag rugs, patchwork
and the like. Some of the handicraft is
for sale.
"Otherwise the gallery is for my
work," Maleta said. "From time to
time, I might invite another artist to
show for special occasions."
She plans to have a public opening
in November, but until then the gallery will be open by appointment.
The Forsbergs have three daughters. Daughter Lori Clewell was married recently at Olive Springs Farm.
The others are Jeannie Moncries and
Lesly Forsberg.
Maleta is a past president of the
Kansas Watercolor Society and the
Wichita Artists Guild; she also is a
member of Wichita Women Artists
and the National League of American
Penwomen.
Her work is on display at Recollections, Wichita; Swedish Craft Shop,
Lindsborg; Sportsman's Gallery at
Crown Center and Tradwinds Wildlife
Gallery on the Plaza in Kansas City;
Ebaugh's, McPherson; the Millrace,
Salina, and Nita's at Grand Lake,
Okla.
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Staff Photo by Hugh Tessendorf

Built in 1885, Her studio is considered the oldest schoolhouse in the county

"JS. glimpse into tile past.
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TERRA COTTA SCHOOL, District No. 28, a r.ural school in eastern Ellsworth County, as it was
decorated for Chri stmas around the turn of the century. Standing from left (at blackboard) are
Myrtle Mullen, Edwin S. Root, C. C. Waflace (teacher), Harry Root, Carl Black, William McCluggage
and Ralph Black. Seated on left are Fritz Root, Roland Black, Gertrude Black, Alberta McGluggage
and Lynn Black. Seated on right ~re Bertha Root and Earl Black. (PhotocourtesyoftheEllsworthCou~ty.tilstoricalSociety)
I

TinY cOrrlrl¾'UJffitY working
to save school building
STIPPVILLE (AP') - While was created in 1886 in a twosome area historical buildings room wooden school building
may be crumbling away, one was built.
That building was used. until
local grnup is tryii;ig to save its
1940. A series of events, includhamlet's former school building.
Located seven miles north of ing a 1938 tornado that struck
Columbus, Kan., Stippville was Columbus, prompted the cononce a busy mining community. struction of a new school, Proffitt
· ··
Now it is little more than a mem~ · said.
ory. But with the renovation,
The new building served two
some former students hope to purposes. In addition to providing
rekindle the spirit of the commu- more space and all the amenities
nity.
of the day, it also was a WPA pro. "I moved away when I fin- ject that put many local folks to
ished high school," said John work, he said.
Proffitt, president of Stippville
Made of solid concrete , the
Community Association. "B ut I school was billed as "tornadoalways thought of this as home."
proof," said Proffitt; but the
In 1991, Proffitt organized for- school was needed less and less
mer students and interested resi- as families moved away after
dents for the purposes of buying most of the mines closed.
the old school building and renoThe building was used a few
vating it into a community center. years in the early 1960s for the
The group bought the building Headstart Progtiam, but closed in
from its out-of-state owners for 1964. The builling and the land
reverted to its original owners,
$5,500.
"I had thought for years about and sat vacant ntil the Stippville
buying it for myself, but I would ~-ommunity Ass
l1 ociation bought
have had to get a divorce first,"
he said with a laugh.
Proffitt now lives in Owasso,
The Stippville school district Okla., and ma es the two-hour

trip to Stippville about twice a
month.
He said the community association has about 60 members.
Since taking possession of the
property, they have painted the
outside, cleaned out the debris
that _had piled up over tile years,
and pumped nearly five feet of
water from the basement.
"When we stop and add it up,
I'm surprised how much we've
spent and how much we' ve gotten
done," Proffitt said. The group
also has gotten money through
rummage sales, dinners and other
fund raisers.
Members hope to have the
inside refurbished by June, in
time for the fourth all -school
reunion, Proffitt said. They also
hope to install a heating and cooling system and create some
kitchen facilities.
" We· d like to see this truly
turn into a community center,"
Proffitt said.
"We'd like for people to be
able to stop by for a cup of coffee, or just to talk or to play
dominoes."

I
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new try

for 1-room
schoolhouse
DA VIS, Calif. (UPI) - While _many
educators are working to get schools
back to the fundamentals, 28
youngsters are in the ultimate back-tobasics experiment - a one-room
schoolhouse.
They are the first-, second-and thirdgraders of Fairfield School, a red
cinder block building tn the tomato
fields and pastures five miles west of
Davis.
Davis is a future-minded city known
for its progressive University of
California campus. It seems an unlikely
spot for a country school house - except that Fairfield School is more than
a throwback to the past.
Its pupils could have attended classes
elsewhere, but parents chose the country school because they believe small is
better. ,
On Saturdays, they mow the lawn,
wash the windows, mop the floor and
make repairs to keep the school in
business. Most expenses are paid by the
5,000-student Davis Unified School
District and volunteer work accounts
,
for the rest of the bill.
The youngsters work together in one
room. Outside, they play on a neatly
trimmed field that was four feet deep in
weeds before parents decided they
wanted a community school.
The name goes back to 1865, when
Fairfield School was opened. It was
rebuilt in 1910, and in 1969 it was moved
to a new building on its present twoacre site.
Closed two years ago by budget cuts
in the wake of property tax-slashing
Proposition 13, the school was reopened .
this fall after parents told the board of
education they could operate it for
$30,000 less than the estimated cost.
Parents have been performing daily
and weekend chores ever since. During
the week, they also volunteer as aides,
crossing guards and playground supervisors, and serve hot lunches that are
bused from an elementary school a few
miles away.
Some families raise crops, horses or
cattle. others work in Davis or
Sacramento but like living on a few
acres of their own in the country. A few
parents are migrant farmworkers and
their childrei:i are still learning to speak
English.
Pierre Mauer, 7, says he prefers his
one-room school to more modern
buildings with all their libraries, audiovisual laboratories, lunchrooms and
lots of classrooms.
"It's pretty nice here," Pierre says.
"There's not so much noise, and cars
aren't zooming by all the time... You
know all the kids and because it's not so
crowded... ''

In Fairfield's multigraded
classroom, children work at their own
pace, are highly motivated and learn
better, teachers and parents say.
The youngsters are too young to do
heavy yard work, but they're good at
picking up papers.
"They try to keep it neat around
here," says Shirley Huddleson, a
veteran teacher who attended a one- ·
room school herself as a youngster.
"They know their parents are working around here and they don't mess
things up like some kids do who don't
feel any responsibility. They know their
parents are going to get after them it's' a real family effort and there's a
difference in attitude.''
Eileen O'Farrell, a volunteer who
hopes to send a daughter to Fairfield
next year, adds: "The secret to a
child's success is having parents that
care. And here, the parents are not only
invited to care but told it's their turn."
Would the Pavis experiment work in
the big city?
Ms. O'Farrell thinks it would if
parents became involved.
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Pioneer family records describe count
by Chris Mohn
Leader Editor

On June 14, 1873, J. A. McClellan, County Superintendent of
Public Instruction of Barton
County, signed and certified the
official map of School District No.
3, .located in Township 19 South,
Range 12 West, three miles west of
Ellinwood.
Local historians believe, based
on documents preseived by the
family of Carl Hammer, early clerk
of the district, that District No. 3 was
the first rural school in Barton
County, with District No. 1 being
Great Bend and District No. 2 being
Ellinwood.
The Hammer documents include
not only a map of the district, but
also the original contracts of the
district clerk, director and treasu-

rer, along with financial accounting
and teachers contracts. Ada Hammer Koop provided those documents to the Ellinwood Historical
Society for its history book, and
brought them to the Leader office
after reading an October article in
the Great Bend Tribune which cited
District 81 near Galatia, opened in
1879, as the first country school in
Barton County.
Historian Evelyn Miller writes
.
the following:
"Organized in March, 1873, the
first board consisted of A. McKinney, chairman; A. S Strong, clerk;
and A. Merrifield, treasurer. The
board immediately called for a
bond election in April, asking for
$2,000. Five votes were cast, all in
favor. The board thereupon declared that more ihan two-thirds of the
votes were in favor, as required, and
the bonds were authorized. Ed

Wentework was low bidder on the
schoolhouse
construction
at
$1,271.50. After paying $25 for a site,
necessary furniture, maps and a
dictionary, lightning rods ($2) and
out-houses ($10), it was determined
that only $1800 in bonds were needed."
The first three-month term of the
school, according to the records,
began on July 7, 1873. Cornelia
Strong was teacher, earning a salary
of $14 a month. A. McKinney taught
the second term, which began in
November, earning a salary of $50 a
month. James R. Bickerdyke began
the April, 1874 term at $40 a month
and taught for four terms.
"Menteacherswerepaidapproximately double the salary of women
teachers. One board voted to hire a
"mail" (sic) teacher for the fivemonth winter term and a female for
the sum.mer term to save money,"

Millerwrote. "Thenumberofte
per year and the lengths of tho
terms varied according to the boar
Sometimes there were eig
months of school, sometimes te
with perhaps a month's vacati
between terms."
Koop said she knew that Distri
No. 3 opened many years earli
than the 1879 date of the Galat
. school and was concerned th
children of today would be misl
by the article in the Tribune.
"I called the paper and talked
them about the story, but I nev
saw any correction, so I wanted t
set the record straight," Koop sai
The District No. 3 building tod
forms a part of the Wilbert Sa
farm home three miles west
Ellinwood.

Established 1894

35¢
..
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r's first rural school

Barton County School District No. 3 around 1937. Today this building is
, part or the Wilbert Sanko farm home three miles west or Ellinwood.
· Pictured are Genevieve Lough, t 11
, Clarence Brown, Glendean Barton ·
and her brother, and Elaine Brown.
·
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Lea'rning Is Tradition at 100-Yea

ALYCIA GLAVIN, CRISSY CHAVEZ
. . . Share secrets on girls' stairs

Staff Photos by Dave Williams

BLACKBOARD WITH ASSIGNMENTS
. . . Unseen Billy gets the homework

JASON WALKER STUDIES HIS BOOK INTENTLY
. . . He's found a quiet spot in Brookville School to read

-Old SchoolhO.use
By FORREST IUNTZ
Staff Writer
BROOKVILLE
Little
changed in 100 years.

has

The treads on the curving stairways
ori either side of the vestibule are
deeply worn now and the handrails
have been polished glass-smooth by
countless hands.
Without knowing why, perhaps, the
boys use the stairs on the right and the
girls use the left. But it's always been
done that way in the oldest school in
continuous use in Kansas.
\
And in the classrooms, flooded with
light from the deep-set windows, the
51 students in grades one through six
learn from three teachers, as did their
parents and grandparents.
"We're still a little bit old fashioned," said Martha Laws. "I'm listed
as 'head teacher,' and each of us has
two grades in one room. We're modem in our teaching, but we do concentrate on the basics and we insist on
discipline. We're pretty muct1"i feft
here to do what needs doing."
Brookville, 15 miles southwest of
Salina, was a railroad town, and the
railroad gave the land for the school
in 1878 after the town's first schoolhouse burned.
The brown, Dakota sandstone still bearing the tool marks - was
quarried northwest of town and the
light-colored trim came from Manhattan. As nearly as can be determined, the building cost $10,000. It had
two rooms on the first floor and two on .
the second.
"Here's something interesting,"
Laws said, showing some early-day
school pictures. "We had some black
families here then, and their children
went to school with all the rest long
before anyone ever thought of interation."

IN 1883, A "High School Department" was added, and in 1886 Eva
Wells and Rosetta Johnson became
the first graduates.

The school also became the test
case for the "Barnes Law," passed by
the state Legislature in 1905. That allowed county commissioners, with the
approval of the voters, to levy a property tax and apportion the money
among the high schools according to
the average daily attendance.
Saline County voters approved the
measure in 1906 and a three-year battle developed. Some voters claimed
that the election was illegal, and ttie .
railroad paid its taxes under protest.
The fight wound up in the Supreme
Court three times. It took a special
session of the 1£gislature to straighten out the mess,.,but the law stood.

•

The school was crowded by 1914, so
two more rooms were added to the
west side. And in 19?.0 the school board
voted to install electric lights and fur-·
nish ink for the students.
The last high school class graduated
from the old school in 1926, when a .,
new high school was built.
i
On May 21, Brookville is planning a
big centennial celebration .for the old
school. Principal Jess Gilstrap has his
office in the high school jammed with
old records and everything else he can
find in an attempt to write a history of
the school.
·
· "So far, we haven't been able to get
any response from our inquiries to the
Kansas_State Historical Society,'' he .
said. "We'd like to have the building ,
designated as an Historic Site so that
it can be protected.
"But we're pretty durable out here.
Most of the other schools in the district are gone now, but we're still
going.
"We have a tradition to uphold."
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; t,/wEarlysTuootcmi~tfilmJJslablished by state
When Kansas became a state,proll1inent in the objectives of
the founders were provisions for
· education, including the bull. ..ding' of schools.
.
The state went further in setting out guidelines for its educational facilities, .as evidenced in
an official school district clerk's
record book for 1873, which
. contains a section on school
architecture. Two acceptable
· · plans and elevations are included, one for a coµntry school
house and one for a village or
ward school, prepared by a
Lawrence architect.
While these guidelines were
· termed as "suggestions," there is
evidence that plans not in conformance stood a good chance of
being rejected by the superintendent.
The five general areas of
recommendations were: • •
(1) Site for school houses.
Schools were to be placed in a
healthful environment (no bogs
or marshes) and situated so as to ,
give access to the south wind
·· during the·summer months and
protection from north winds in
winter. The north side of a hill
should . be avoided. Beauty of
surroundings was to take prece- DISTRICT NO. J: This photo,·taken somewhere between 1896-1899,
, ,. ,. , de~<;e:o/er teying to locate the ,shows students Qf Dlstrlct No. 3 (Han;me:- Schoo!), w!>Jd! ,ms
;,;~;; ~ f~Cf!J.ty C~~~ !~ ~ ~'"OC;'I!e~ of ': iocatedthreemlleswestofFJllowood.Standloginthedoorwayofthe.
,, _1, , ?} ~e -~~~ct,. statmg,
It IS • far school ls the teacher, Boward Torrance, an1894 high school graduate
-· · : better for children to walk a little who attended a oonnal school and eventually became an a"9mey. Be

practiced law for a number or years in the early 1900s, manied
Kathleen G_n mt o U J ~ and moved to Kansas City. There is oo
ideotiftcatlon of any of the students, but readers who think they
might know some or those pictured are welcome to write the Leader

omce.

·

·

.·

·

·· ·

,farther to a beautilul spot than to
spend six hours where the surroundings are uninviting."
(2) Front of building. "The
best front is toward the east, with
·. __·__ the opposite, or west end unbroken by doors or windows, allowing for blackboard and teacher's stand." boards were told.
(Interestingly, the elevation for a
country school shows the teacher's desk just inside the. door,
with the blackboard on the opposite end of the room. The architect apparently had not read the
suggestions.) A door on the
north would allow the entry of
north winds but no summer
winds from the south. ·A south
door permitted summer winds
to blow dust down the aisles into
the lungs of teacher and pupils.
If the schoolhouse faced west,
tl)e schoolroom was exposed to ·
the northwest winds. The conclu- ·
sion, stated in capitals: · AN
EAST FRONT IS TIIE BEST.
(3)0ut-houses. Every schoolhouse, designed for both sexes
, should have two out-houses. The
guidelines frowned on the "tooprevalent" custom of building
one out-house with two compartments, it being far bett.e r to
build a separate out-house for
each sex, on the rear of the lot,
and at some distance apart.
"Many a child of delicate and

sensitive organism contracts permanent physical injury and becomes the victim -of untimely
death," the State warned, ''by
delaying to obey the calls of
nature at the proper time."
(4) Lightning rods. Every
school was to be equipped with
lightning rods. Because of a
general lack of knowledge of all
the facts of electricity (in 1870),
the state relied upon Professor
Joseph Henry of 'the Smithsonian Institute, Washington,
D.C, for installation instructions. Henry stated that the rod
should be of iron, one inch in
diameter, painted black, with a
platinum point. Recommended
grounding was to connect· the
rod to the gas or water pipes.
C.Onceding that rural structures
would have neither, it was acceptable to continue the rod horizontally from the base of the
building to the nearest well and
then .vertically into the water.
Professor Henry warned that
any attempt to improve on his
instructions were worthless,
because they would be proposed
by those but slightly acquainted
with the subject of electricity.
(5) Ventilation. In summer,
open doors and windows are
generally sufficient. In winter,
fresh air could be obtained by

encasing the stove with a zinc
jacket, leaving six inches of
space, and installing a zinc flu
from the base of the encasement
to the outside of the building.
This would draw in fresh air,
which would be heated by .the
stove. To exhaust the foul air, the

chimney could be constructed
with a register at the base, on a
level with the floor, to provide an
exit for the heavy, cold foul air.
The elevation for the country
school recommended a structure 20'10" x 27'4'', _to provide
room for 40 pupils, and separate

wardrooms (coat closets) for the
boys and girls. The village school
elevation showed a · two-story
affair with separate entrances
and separate stairs for. each sex,
although the classrooms were coed.
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dents help the younger ones
The one-room schoolhouse is and "if they miss something
not deft~- It's alive.end well in the first time around, they can
rural Huron CQunty, where 10 catch it later."
white-frame schools' open each
There used to be tax advanday to the cl~& of the hand- tages to the rural residents to
· , , ..•..,...
keep their one-room schoolbell.
The one-room school build- houses, says a former board
ings in Huron County-in east- member, Keith McTaggert. But
central Lower Michigan-are a new Michigan aid act and tuivery old, .some dating .to the tion formula has changed that
late 18008. Twelve teachers and rural districts find they
serve 246 pupils from kinder- must tax themselves at. nearly
garten ;tllrough eighth grade in the same level as the consolithe ,schools.
.
dated . districts.
Eli!abeth Schlabach teaches
The biggest disadvantage to
18 youngsters i Big Burning the one-room school appears to
School, .s,te hat jo second-or be in extracurricular programs.
fourjli- der~!al ·year - her If students want to participate
23r~ ji,-_,,,..
:
. , , . in band .or some other activity,
"
of
having all · they have to attend a larger ,
We can't district to find enough other
ause you youngsters interested in the
get "Sbm°'- th
big setenth- same thing.
grade boys
ying with the
third-grade g i r ~ h 's just
not fait,"'Mrs.
al!h said.
How does she cope with the
wide range of children?
"Well, I. guess-we· just get
used to Jt a~i~-•while. But
there never seems like there is
enough time... .lt's a 24-hour-aday job. There's just so much
preparation for all these grade
levels," she said. .
Gl9ria Flannery at Verona
School has -32 pupils and an
aide 12 hours a ~k.
·
' "I like it real wtlll. I guess
you get used to it. If you know
the schedule, you just go ahead
and do it;'' Mrs. Flannery said.
In the classroom, the children
take turns reciting and do independent study while others are
working with th~ teacher.
Mrs. Schlabach said the oneroom school 'is like., 8'. ·"nice
little family." The older stu-

School aays were different a hundred years ago
by Susan Schuster
Remember your high school days
when you drove to school, cheered
the team to victory two nights a
week, ate hot l_u nches and were considered "cool" when getting into
trouble? For most college students,·
that reality is less than four yea_rs
ago.
However, reminiscing back 106
years to the Plymouth one-room
limestone schoolhouse on the eastern
edge of Russell County indicates a
totally different situation.

though, the flag salute was recited.
The teacher mighl: then follow by
saying a prayer, asking the class a
riddle or reading to them.
"One story I read to the class was
Charlotte's Web, " recalls Isabelle M_.
Hirt-Fritschen, a ~wo-year teacher at
Plymouth. "The children enjoyed it
so much they talked about it at
home. A mother saw me once and
asked me who Charlotte was. Her
children talked about her all the
time. The mother thought Charlotte
was a real person."

The students at Plymouth did not
come screeching into a parking lot in
their new vehicles. Nor did they
·hop off Honda 500s . Instead, _ _
they walked an average of two miles a
day. However, if the weather was extremely·cold, they were permitted to
ride a horse or have their parents
bring them in a wagon.

The lessons began about 9 a.m.
Basic subjects taught included
reading, arithmetic, geography,
physiology, agriculture and penmanship. Because all eight grades were
combined in the one room , and each
grade had different textbooks, class
periods were only 10-15 minutes
long.

Students arrived at school by 8:~0
a.m . to play games and talk with
fellow classmates . At 9 a.m., the
teacher rang a hand bell signaling
the start of school.
Before the actual day could begin,

While a pupil was rec1tmg his
lessons to the teacher, the rest of the
class diligently studied.
"There was never a lot of goofing
off," Hirt-Fritschen said. "You were

there to study and learn. School was
very serious."
Regardless of the importance of an
education to the early pioneers,
family obligations came first. For example, if cattle needed to be herded
on the unfenced prairie, a student
missed one or maybe more days of
school at a time.
Therefore, instead of graduating
after the required eight years, many
students attended longer.
The quiet atmosphere . of the
classroom was interrupted twice a
day for 15-minute recesses. At noon,
the students ate their lunches. Each
meal was brought from home in a
paper sack, a grape basket or
perhaps an empty syrup .pail.
Sometimes students brought soup
or a potato and warmed their
delicacy on the old pot-belly stove.
After the noon hour was over, the
students returned to their lessons.
Ind.ivi dual performance at
Plymouth were recorded in a grade
book. The goal of each student was
to earn an "E," today's equivalent of _
an "A." However, not everyone was

so successful. Many received grades
of "G"(B), "M"(C), "P"(D), and "F."
Athletics at Plymouth were extremely limited
there was
usually not enough students to fill the
required positions. H~ever, once a
year. the students would travel to a
surrounding school for a play day. At
this time, the two schooia would compete in vari_oua physical activities.

becawe

Though the small ~ of Plymouth
presented some disadv~tages, it also
proved a major asset:\Hirt-Fritschen
explained, "I was the '.only teacher for
the students. I soonHearned their
strengths and weUJlel!ICS in each
subject. I could then coordinate
them and work hard , to improve
them. Today it is different. Students
·might have teachers for-each subject:'
It is a disadvantage." ·
Hirt-Fritschen also indicated that
the size of the room ·made learning
easier and more profound. "One year
a student would learn a lesson and
the next year he would hear the same
lesson repeated by another student.

Continued on page 24

